Leptospirosis in Human Pregnancy
Marriage and the Law SIR,-As a consultant obstetrician of some 20 years' experience I come across young unmarried girls whose intention is to keep the baby and to get married as soon as possible. Normally over the age of 16 this does not raise any real problems. However, I have recently seen two such patients, the last being a girl who will be 16 on 30 June 1969, on which day she intends to get married. Her baby is due on 8 July, and in my experience, and in particular in this patient, I feel she will be delivered before her birthday. I have consulted the medical social workers, the Medical Defence Union, and registrar of marriages, and am informed that as the law stands there is no legal outlet, and marriage is not permissible in law before the age of 16, whatever the circumstances. However, the registrar of marriages did say that the law in relation to the legalization of iliegitimate children has been radically changed, and in the case mentioned above, even if this baby is born prematurely, it can subsequently be registered as if born in wedlock.
While it is true that in this day and age the stigma is no longer what it has been hitherto, there is likely to be considerable anxiety for a girl and her parents, and under some circumstances (not this one) I believe severe anxiety could bring about temporary or permanent psychological disorders.
I would be interested to know what your readers' experience and opinions are on this problem, in particular in respect of the present legal position. It does seem to me that the law could readily be amended to relieve these patients of anxiety early in pregnancy of the danger of birth before marriage. In my view this would be of such considerable relief to both patient and her relatives as to permit the pregnancy to be more likely to proceed normally. 
